Review Unit #1




Beginning Fundamentals
Basic Vocabulary 

· Primary v. Secondary Source:  Source was present and is reporting what they actually saw or experienced in the first person (diary, autobiography, personal letter, etc.) v. source is reporting based on research (textbook, encyclopedia, biography, etc.)
· Political map v. Physical map:  Map which shows political boundaries (nations, states, cities, etc.) v. map identifying physical features (mountains, rivers, lakes, plateaus, etc.); Topographic map- physical map
· Century:  a period of 100 years (ex. 20th Century = 1901 – 2000)

· B.C.  -  the time Before Christ on a timeline

· A.D.  -  Anos Domini  -  “In the Year of our Lord"

· C.E.  -  Common Era – Term now used to replace “A.D.”  - (B.C.E. replaces “B.C.” [before common era]
· Latitude:  lines that measure how far something is north or south of the Equator; gives temperature info
· Longitude:  lines that measure how far something is east or west of the Prime Meridian

· Hemispheres:  half of the Earth  (Example: Northern Hemisphere or Eastern Hemisphere)
· Near East/Middle East/Far East – descriptions of regions of Asia from European perspective (point of view)
Physical Features (topography)
· Islands:  isolate cultures from other cultures  -  such as Japan

· Mountains:  a barrier to travel – separates cultures - often leads to isolation (the Himalayas between China and India - Tibet, the mountains of Greece between Athens and Sparta, etc.) – adaptation necessary such as terrace farming in China, Japan and Incan societies (Andes Mts.) 
· Deserts:  a barrier to travel – separate cultures  - such as the Sahara in Africa and Gobi in Asia
· Rainforests:  a barrier to travel – separate cultures  -  such as the Amazon Rainforest in Brazil

· Rivers:  transportation routes – sometimes through barriers  -  such as the Nile or Amazon rivers
· River Valley:  great place to begin a civilization in ancient times  -  such as the Tigris-Euphrates valley

· Plains:  flat fertile lands – good for farming – often attract invaders  -  such as the Steppes of Russia

· Ice:  prevents sea trade for much of the year – such as in Russia in earlier times

· Peninsula:  land surrounded by water on three sides (Italy, India, Korea, etc.)

· Archipelago: a cluster of islands (Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, Hawaii, etc.)

· Regular v. Irregular coastline:  smooth coast with few natural bays/harbors (Africa)  v. rugged coastline with many natural harbors (Japan/Italy) - this is generally better for the development of cities and trade
· Monsoons: high winds bring rain to South Asia yearly; affect the economy and lifestyle of the people

· Canals: man-made; designed to connect bodies of water (Suez in the M.E./Panama in S.A.) for trade
· Oceans: location of Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans are most relevant to the course
 Elements of Culture
Culture:  the way of life of a group of people        Social Scientist:  one who studies an aspect of culture
· Society:  the type of people (groups) in a culture  (ex: race, nationality, religious identity) - Sociologist
· Art:  the expression of a culture’s ideas   (ex:  dance, music, architecture)

· Geography:  the land, location, and resources of a culture   (ex:  physical features, climate)-Geographer 
· Language:  the communication system of a culture   (ex:  alphabet-writing, speech, symbols)

· Religion:  the organized beliefs and rituals of a culture   (ex:  ceremonies, holidays, forms of worship)

· Economy:  the way a culture gets the things it needs (ex:  agriculture, manufacturing, trade)- Economist
· Politics:  the government and laws of a culture   (ex:  leadership, rules, protection, services)
· Customs:  the traditions of a culture   (ex:  holidays, clothing, celebrations)
· Cultural Diffusion:  the mixing/spreading of two or more cultures together –may form a new culture; example is Korea – the result of the blending of the cultures of China and Japan due to its location
· Cultural Diversity:  the coexistence of elements from  a variety of cultures within a single culture 
· Archaeologist – uses artifacts to discover and interpret a society’s past

· Anthropologist – studies human culture (ex. the reasons certain groups of people live as they do)
