Review Unit #5






Early Empires 1

Historically, dynasties and empires have often led to the development of many cultural achievements, and may go through what is known as a Golden Age.  In order for this to happen, a civilization generally must possess wealth, a stable government and a period of relative peace.  It does not require a democratic government however.

TANG Dynasty
· Location:  China

· Contributions: 
· first use of paper money
· porcelain: hard shiny pottery

· gunpowder: first used for fireworks; Europeans used for weaponry after trading with the Chinese

· civil service examinations: exams used to hire government workers

· terrace farming: adapted to mountainous topography by improvising – created fields on mountainsides

· Japan studied the Tang Dynasty and copied much of the Chinese culture (language, Buddhism, etc.)
· The Silk Road began as a trading route between China and the western lands
GUPTA Empire
· Location:  India – monsoons affected its development
· Preceded by the Maurya Empire; The Pillars of Emperor Asoka – written reforms, policies and advice

· Hinduism and the Caste System (status based on birth)  flourished (became stronger) under Gupta rule

· The Gupta Empire had one of India’s “Golden Ages”

· Contributions:  
· Excelled at math


· Created the concept of “Zero” – and the decimal system
· Created the number system we use today – Arabic Numerals (“Arabs” took them and introduced them to the Europeans)

· Sanskrit language

BYZANTINE Empire
· Location:  the “Eastern” half of the old Roman Empire; Constantinople (capital city) is center of trade
· Great Leader:  Justinian – created Justinian’s Code - a written set of laws similar to Roman law
· Its Church:  Changed from Roman Catholic to Eastern Orthodox; “Greek” was the official language

· Hagia Sophia – Byzantine cathedral in Constantinople; largest in the world until 1850

· Its importance:  
· The Byzantine Empire preserved much of the old Greek and Roman culture while barbarians destroyed Rome.
· It spread learning and culture to Russia and influenced Russian life a great deal.
· Orthodox Christianity

· Domed architecture

· Cyrillic alphabet

MUSLIM Empire
· Location: 
·  Middle East, as Muslims spread the religion throughout the Middle East, Northern Africa, and into India 
· Arabs had strong military units.
· Muslims (Arabs) tolerated Judaism and Christianity - but others had to convert

· Muslims:  Arabs who worshipped the religion of Islam (Later - anyone who worshiped Islam)

· “Golden Age of Islam”:  a time of peace (no more expansion) and great learning

              -    they preserved Greek and Roman learning (from their contact with the Byzantine Empire)

-    created algebra and concept of zero



-    developed advanced medical knowledge and practices and recorded 



    their findings





-    noted astronomers and scientists

